Educational Awareness Camp organized for the Sex Workers of
Natpurwa Village, District Hardoi (U.P.)

Indira Gandhi National Open University, Regional Centre, Lucknow organized a day-long
Educational Awareness Camp for the sex workers in Natpurwa Village, District: Hardoi on
Friday, 31* January 2014.

Natpurwa, is a small village located about 100 Kms. away from Lucknow and is inhabited mainly
by Nat community. Like any other village, it has winding mud roads, one can hear the sounds of
noisy cattles and can see the playful kids, but one element, which makes it different from others
is the tradition of prostitution, which is prevalent from last many years. The village also suffers
from abject poverty with a very low level of education amongst the community.

The camp was organized by Regional Centre, Lucknow with help of local social worker Mr. Ram
Babu. The team which made this campaign included Dr. Ashwini Kumar, Deputy Director, Mr.
Anshuman Upadhyaya, Assistant Regional Director and Dr. Sandeep Kumar Singh,
Coordinator, IGNOU Study Centre, Hardoi under the supervision of the Regional Director.

The objective of this camp was to spread educational awareness and to sensitize the community
about how the education can bring paradigm change in the lives of women and can provide
them an alternative way of earning their livelihood through skill development, which may lead to
employability or entrepreneurship in future.

A promotional couplet was developed to motivate the sex workers to join education, which is as
follows —

vikvk 1<] vkjk dk Hh i<k;] mPp fk{kk §' ub GkUr yk;A
1k;i Jkexkj] d vud volj] thou dk [k’kgky cuk;AA

bXu djxk vkidh Bgk; rk

fcuk 1kjfEdkd 1<kl di nixk] mPp fk{k]
% cBi if<;] viuh Bfo/kulkj

1jh{kk nhft;] ynft; fo’oLrjh; fMxh]
fel b fey vkidk jktexky dh ubl fn’kA

The IGNOU Team reached the village at around 10:30 AM and the campaign was planned at a
common place, where the IGNOU banner was displayed. Mr. Ram Babu called upon few
women to interact with the visiting team.

Initially only few turned up and there was one to one interaction with them. One of the women
lamented about the prevailing social condition and said she wanted to send her children into
higher education but due to lack of facility of education near by the village, she had to send them
to Lucknow or Hardoi which she can’t afford. Very soon, about 80 people collected out of which
75 percent were women.

The interaction began with the introduction of IGNOU officials and Mr. Ram Babu briefed the
gathering about the new options of Higher Education.

Dr. Ashwini Kumar began his presentation with the punch line “Vkvk i<*ﬁ] ij k dk Hkn i<'k;ii]
mPp fk{kk B ub GkiUr yk;r. He said that IGNOU has come to their door steps for

providing them education and skills. Each person can avail education without having any formal
qualification and he/she can also motivate others to seek education as this will provide them a



permanent asset through which the real transformation can be brought into their social and
economical condition.

Dr. Manorama Singh, Regional Director informed the gathering about the importance of
education and how they can be educated through Open & Distance mode through IGNOU. The
gathering was informed about the flexibility and learning mechanism followed by IGNOU. The
Regional Director, on her personal behalf, said that she would try to get the admission
sponsored from certain philanthropist organizations / persons, but she wanted a dedicated
commitment from the gathering that they would begin the studies through enrolling themselves
in various academic programmes. She also said that a day would come when this village will be
known for cent percent enrollment and competition of higher education.

Mr. Anshuman Upadhyaya, Assistant Regional Director interacted with women and asked them
their views about seeking education. He said that through education real change can occur in
thought process besides economical conditions and nobody can mislead them in their life.
Learning is a process, which can be attained at any point of age and insisted that everyone
should avail this opportunity to acquire University Certification through the non-formal stream
and later they can get enrolled for higher degrees as well as vocational training. He also
informed that if a sustainable number of candidates are convinced to take admission, the
counselling classes can be arranged at a common point with the help of local study centre.

Dr. Sandeep Kumar Sinha, Coordinator, IGNOU Study Centre, Hardoi assured his full
cooperation in providing academic support to the students of the village. The community of the
village welcomed these steps spreading of education and it was interesting to note that women
and girls were quite eager to pursue higher education, but due to lack of educational institutions
and their wretched economic conditions, they had to quite their studies at the early age. One of
the women Ms. Rani (name changed) said that the education was like a lamp, which could
enlighten their lives and she was very happy to know that a world level University like IGNOU
could be accessed from their village.

It was resolved in the meeting that at least one person from each family would associate herself
with higher education, Mr. Ram Babu was entrusted with the responsibility to collect names of
people and after a month, a camp would be organized again to evaluate the educational traits of
the candidates so that they could be told about the academic programmes which would be
appropriate for them. In the second round of the camp application forms for admission will be
given to the candidates and on the spot admission will be done for the July 2014 academic
cycle.

A promotional procession was taken across the village spreading the message of higher
education. One of the former sex workers gave the slogan ‘Padhenge Badhenge’ which was
uttered in high pitch by all the participants during the procession. Promotional literature of
IGNOU was also distributed among the other residents of the village who could not take part in
the awareness camp. Some men of the village have taken up zardozi work and the IGNOU team
went to them also for sensitizing them about higher education.

A Press Conference was also organized at PWD Guest House, Sandila, where the media was
briefed about this new initiative of IGNOU for this marginalized section. The media has given
very wide coverage both in Lucknow and Hardoi. The Times of India and the Hindustan Times
has published the NEWS on the 2" page, where as the Urdu leading daily Qaumi Tanzeem has
published the NEWS on the front page other local dailies have also given a very prominent
coverage. The press clippings are enclosed with this report.
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I village in Hardoi on Friday.
HT Correspondent

= 1BNOU voluntoers hokling an educational camp at Natpurwa
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IGNOU regional direc-
tor Manorama Singh
informed that during the
camp participants were
told how they could attain
degrees through open or
distance learning format.

‘“Participants were
quite enthusiastic.
Women and girls .
expressed eagerness to
pursue higher studies.
Participants resolved
that at least one person
from each family would
pursue higher education,”
Sandeep Kumar Sinha,

coordinator, said.
IGNOU regional deputy
director Ashwini Kumar
and assistant regional
director Anshuman
Upadhyaya were also
present at the camp. A
second camp would be
organised in the village
for distributing admis-
sion forms and helding
on-spot admission for the
IGNOU'’s July 2014 aca-
demic cycle. .
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